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2bldgs demnlisllefl as part of eluster redevelopment

Bhendi Bazaar’s
much-awaited

Yogesh dilapbdated flats; create maodermn, better-
l Himesgroup. com ;;.I:‘p];hbi .-.|:;ln= for 1,200 businesses; and
up mearky one-sixth of Bhendi
hi Bhiendi Bazaar redevelopment Bazaar's 16.5 scre sprawl 07 Opwen, recre-

Proect — aree of Mumibai's mose athonal areas.

ambitious attemps 1o recondfigure The RBs 2 M00crone peoject, lsunched

a crowded pesidential ccommesclal In 2009, could provide & blueprint for
area to provide lor better housing, Cluster redevelopment across the ity and

Improwed Buasinies cnvieomeent, wider provide an ideal for how high-rises must
roacds and ample open spaces - kicked off  not only aim at accommodating more
on Monday with demolition beginning and mre people, but also help create

o Two buildings. M e on the ground.

_ The project, the brainchild of the Thee Bheerwdi Baraar redevelopment will
Salfer Burhani U pleiment Trast (SBUT), involwve demolithon of 249 four-to-six sto-
Praposed moded. (below) the first of alms to mowe 5,500 families into 350.5q: ried buildings and will irnpact the lives of

the two bulldings to go down under ft apastments from thelr current smaller,  close to 20,000
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TOTAL COST X —TOTAL AREA

HUMAN FACTOR

2,900 165 __ 3,500
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Much-awaited Bhendi
Bazaar makeover

Thpﬂli_ﬁ-dlnm'ﬂ:mmhnﬁﬂnﬂmm

¥ PAGE 1

Care will be taken to retain existing relighous struc-
tures and the towmship's centre plece will be the
Rauclat Tahera, the tomb of the previows Syedina,
the current Bohra community leader Syedna
Mohammed Burhanuddin's father

While Bhendi Bazaar today Is just a maze of
concrete, once the project is completed it will
have over T00-odd trees, congestion-free roads
and the city’s longest shopping corridor.

O the 249 bulldings that would be demol-
ished under the redevelopment plan, SBUT has
abresly acopuired 200, Theese will be replaced with
& yet-unspecified number of towers, each averag-
ing 40 stories. Sixteen such buildings will be sold
in the open market to recover the project costs.

Demolition work on the Brst two strochures of
thee cluster. Mohammedi building and Ebeahim
Nuruddin Chawl, began earty on Monday morm.
ing. Nearly a dozen odd buildings have already
been vacated and close to 400 residents have
moved to a transit camp at

The work on the redevelopment pmh:-rt WAs
stalbed for nearly three years & SBUT strugghed to
secure clearances from the BMC, MHADA and
other state agencies and faoed stiff resfstaroe from
residents not willing to leave their dwellings of
years and mowe Lo a transdt camp,

Things started moving a few months back

when SEUT managed to get three major buildings

vacated. The project has picked up pace since.

Abbas Master, CEO, SBUT, sadd the
et project has been divided into elght chusters.
"Work has begun on the first phase that inchedes
12 buildings. All the families from these buildings
hawe been relocated o transt camps, which we
prefer to call training camps,” he sadd.

Master explained that work on other seven
clusters will not wait for the completion of the
first phase. "Work will start parallely. It all depends | |
on chearances, over which we have little control |
But | must add that all the concemnied agencies | |
have bpen very cooperative,” he sajd, |

In the nexct six to eight months, Master s opti- | |
milstic construction work on new bulldings will
also beegrin,

Built to decongest the Fort area in 1803,
Bhemvdi Bazaar today is one of the most densely
populated areas of south Mumbai Nearly 70 per
cent of the residents here are Bohrl Muslims, a
chosely-knit business community:

The demolition of the first set of buildings has
alwy purt an end to sloepticiam armong the reshdents
abwoust the project ever taking off. “The project has
finally taker off and it is certainly a positive dgn.
When the project was announced in 2009, we
were bold it would be completed in three years. If's
alresdy three years and the first building s being
demolished now. We hope it doss not take a
decade to complete,” said a resident requesting
anomyTnity.
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