PM launches 3 mega schemes

H Gives states & local bodies greater say in design, execution
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New Delhi, June 25: Promising
tomakecitiesthe growthengines
of the economy, Prime Minister
Narendra Mod1 on Thursday un-
velled the guidelines for three
flagshipschemesforsmartcities,
urban development and univer-
sal housing in which states and
local bodies will have the prima-
ry say 1n design and execution.
As per the schemes, the Centre
will give X1 lakh per house for
slum development and an inter-
est support of 6.5% to ease the
EMI burden of the urban hous-
Ing scheme beneficiary.
Modialso said thata Bill would
be tabled in the upcoming Mon-
soonsessionof Parliamenttopro-
tect home-buyers as 1image of the
buildersinthecountry was “bad”.
Stateswill have thefullflexibil-
1ty In formulation, approval and
execution of the public-private
partnership projects under the
schemes—Smart Cities, Atal M1is-
sion for Rejuvenation and Urban
Transformation (Amrut) and
Housing for All by 2022 1n urban
areas. The guidelines common to
all the three missions include the
objective criteria for selection of
citiesandallocation of funds.
Under the schemes, 100 Smart
Cities, 500 cities under the urban
transformation mission and two-
crore atfordable housestor the ur-
ban poor under the Housing for
All project would be constructed.
The Centre willmake surethat
states do not divert funds meant
for the wurban rejuvenation
scheme to other schemes. It will
also monitor and ensure that
states transfer funds to urban lo-
cal bodies within a week of re-
celpt from the Centre.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi being briefed about the Smart Cities,
AMRUT and Housing for All missionsin New Delhion Thursday PTI

The guidelines stipulate a set
of 11 reforms to be implemented
1n four years including promot-
Ing e-governance, improving col-
lection of various taxes, levy of
fee and user charges and aug-
menting double entry account-
1Ing. Action plansfor the projects
should provide for maintenance
costs for assets for at least five
years based on user charges.

Potential cities to be covered
under the project are to be select-
ed on an objective criteria giving
equal weightage to urban popu-
lation and number of cities 1n
each state/UT.

The ‘housingforall’ missionis
to be implemented 1n 4,041 cities
or towns. Each selected city for
the smart city development will
get a central assistance of X100
crore ayear, while under Amrut,
allocation of funds will be as per
urban population and number of
clties/towns in the state.

The guidelines for smart cities

stipulate that central assistance
should be used for infrastructure
projects that have larger public
benfit. Also, 10% of energy needs
of smartcitiesneedtobemetirom
renewable sources, 80% of build-
Ing construction to be green and
35% of housing in greentield pro-
jects need be for economically
weaker sections.

For smart city creation, states
and urbanlocal bodieswill setup
special purpose vehicles with
equal stake. Under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban),
ownership of houses would be In
the name of woman or jointly
with husband.Inthecaseof slum
redevelopment, developers
would be responsible for transit
accommodation during con-
structionperiod.

Modialsosaid thata Bill would
be tabled 1n the upcoming Mon-
soon sessionof Parliamenttopro-
tect home-buyers as 1mage of
buildersinthecountrywas “bad”.



