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Sustainable Development: A planfor BhendiBazaar

LREADY home to half

the world’s population,

cities are bursting at the

seams. India is no excep-

tion. As its cities struggle to cope,
the first victim is the quality of life as
the pace of urbanisation far exceeds
infrastructure augmentation. In
Mumbai, for instance, more than
40 percent of the population lives in
slums where even basic facilities are
out of reach. Add to that traffic
snarls, pollution and safety con-
cerns, and you are compelled to
question our model of urbanisation.
Sustainable development is the
key to solving most socio-economic
problems. Urban areas offer scope
for economies of scale, efficient de-
livery of services and the effective
use of amenities, provided the op-
portunity is utilised. Bhendi Bazaar
is a case in point. Steeped in history
and culture, it has deteriorated over
the decades. Its infrastructure is al-

most 100 years old, unsuited to the
demands of modern urban life. Sev-
eral buildings are made of wood and
brick that have grown structurally
weak and are dangerously close to
collapse. Narrow lanes make it al-
most impossible for vehicular traffic
to move, while the lack of footpaths
is a pedestrian’s nightmare. Sanita-
tion facilities are in a pitiable state,
and inadequate fire and safety
measures leave the population vul-
nerable to natural calamities.

Itis in urgent need of a makeover.
The Saifee Burhani Upliftment
Trust has stepped in to provide this
through a cluster redevelopment
scheme. This showcase project has
the potential to become the tem-
plate for urban rejuvenation across
India. Spread across 16.5 acres, the
redevelopment will transform the
lives of 3,200 families and upgrade
1,250 businesses and positively im-
pact over 20,000 lives.
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In many ways, it’s a city within a
city, incorporating the essentials of a
smart urban cluster, including en-
ergy, water, sanitation, transport,
solid waste management and con-
nectivity. The objective is to opti-
mise resource use and reduce costs
while engaging residents and busi-
nesses with facilities that are in sync
with the demands of modern living.

With a pre-certified ‘gold’ rating
from the Indian Green Building
Council, the project design ensures
that modernity co-exists with
Bhendi Bazaar’s unique culture and
identity. It seeks to integrate resi-
dential and commercial ecosystems
in a manner that will positively im-
pact the social and urban fabric of
the city. m

The authoris CEO, Saifee Burhani
Upliftment Trust (SBUT)
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